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THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE. 
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 
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An East German Journalist who talked with prominent members 6f the East 

German Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry for Reconstruction gained the 


pression that Wilhelm Pieck *s resignation as President of the GDR was expected 


Dieckmann, who at present is President of the People's unamt^r, attd Max ueyaewi 
formerly Minister President of Saxony, are considered to be candidates for the 


post of President of the GDR. 


: Rumors that Wilhelm Pieck is going to resign have been circulating 
. It appears to be correct that Pieck 1 s state of health is rather 
precarious .Di©dkrafenn ! is frequently mentioned as a possible successor to Wilhelm ■ 
Pieck. However, his chances in this retefect may be hampered by the fact that he 
belongs to the LDP. So far, there is no evidence of a tendency to make Grotewohl 
President of the GDR. 
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